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Infrastructure has emerged as a central analytic across urban studies, anthropology, geography, 

and media studies. Scholars have moved beyond treating infrastructure as a purely technical or 

functional backdrop to social life, emphasizing instead its political, cultural, and affective 

dimensions (Star 1999; Larkin 2013). Urban infrastructure such as airports, flyovers, metro rail 

systems, highways, underpasses, logistics corridors has been shown to actively organize space, 

mobility, and citizenship, producing uneven geographies of access, visibility, and belonging 

(Graham & Marvin 2001). At the same time, media scholars have foregrounded infrastructure 

as fundamental to understanding contemporary mediation, drawing attention to platforms, 

networks, cables, sensors, screens, and data systems that shape communication, perception, 

and power (Parks & Starosielski 2015). 

This conference brings these conversations together by starting from the premise that urban 

and media infrastructures are co-constituted. Urban infrastructures are increasingly media-

saturated environments of surveillance, signage, data capture, and algorithmic governance, 

while media infrastructures are deeply embedded in urban materialities—land, labor, energy, 

architecture, and mobility. Airports function as zones of intensified mediation and security; 

metro systems reorganize not only circulation but also regimes of attention and visibility; 

flyovers and underpasses become sites of informal media practices, advertising, and 

contestation. These entanglements are especially pronounced in cities of the Global South, 

where rapid urbanization, infrastructural deficits, informal economies, and colonial and 

postcolonial legacies shape distinctive configurations of urban/media life (Simone 2004). 



Rather than framing Global South cities as belated or deficient versions of Northern urbanism, 

the conference invites papers that treat them as critical sites for theorizing infrastructure itself. 

How do breakdown, repair, improvisation, and informality complicate dominant accounts of 

seamless connectivity? How do infrastructural projects mediate experiences of class, caste, 

gender, race, and citizenship? What new forms of visibility, control, and resistance emerge at 

the intersection of urban space and media systems? 

We invite empirically grounded and theoretically engaged papers that explore urban/media 

infrastructure as lived, mediated, and contested formations, with a strong focus on Global South 

contexts. 

Suggested sub-themes include (but are not limited to): 

• Infrastructures of mobility, speed, and mediation 

• Platforms, data infrastructures, and urban governance 

• Informality, maintenance, and infrastructural repair 

• Sensory, affective, and embodied experiences of infrastructure 

• Media, infrastructure, and surveillance regimes 

• Comparative, decolonial, and Southern approaches to infrastructure 

We welcome contributions from media studies, urban studies, anthropology, geography, 

cultural studies, and allied fields.  

Note: Selected papers will be published in Peter Lang’s CUECS Series on Interdisciplinary 

Humanities in the 21st Century  
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